NO   SON   OF   MINE   SUCCEEDING

here we have great laak of you, and that you may give full
credence to my secretary this bearer. Written with the hand of
your loving sovereign lord and friend,

HENRY R.

in.To KNIGHT

[? Oct.-Nov., 1527.]

MR. SECRETARY, this shall be to advertise you that the secret
bull I sent you for is at this hour known perfectly to my lord
cardinal, by whose means I know well enough, but I advertise
you thereof because I am sure that (though my lord cardinal do
write unto you that he know it) you would not yet be a-knowen
thereof; whereby mayhap he should suspect that you were sent
(as you be indeed) for things that I would not he should know.
Wherefore if he either write or send to you in that matter I will
your answer be that truth it is I sent after you such a one, but
that it was no part of your commission when you went from
me, and that therein you will nothing do but as I and the said
lord cardinal shall command you. For my pleasure is indeed (as
peradventure you shall be advertised by the said lord cardinal
hereafter) that you shall make no further labour touching that
bull. Nevertheless I do now send to you the copy of another
which no man doth know but they which I am sure will never
disclose it to no man living, for any craft that the cardinal or any
other can find; willing you both to keep it secret and to solicit
that it may be made in due form, keeping the effect and tenor
thereof and with all diligence (it once impetrate) to send it to us.
Surely to be plain with you, we are of the opinion that the
cardinal is of touching the first bull, for surely we think it is too
much to be required and unreasonable to be granted, and there-
fore he and I jointly shall devise another, which hereafter we
shall send to you (and that or it be long), willing you to make all
diligence to you possible for impetrating of this first which
presently I send you for, that is it which I above all things do
desire, and if you cannot attain it, then solicit the other which
my lord cardinal and I shall send you, which, peradventure, shall
not be much discrepant from this, but that shall be made fro
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